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Short Bio

John Frankie O’Connell completed an MSc in Air Transport Management from Cranfield
University and an MBA (Aviation) from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, later
returning to Cranfield to complete a PhD in Airline Strategy. He also holds a pilot’s licence.

He is currently a senior lecturer in Airline Management at the Air Transport Department at
Cranfield University. He specifically lectures in Airline Strategy and also covers areas such as
deregulation, ancillary revenues and the exponentially growing Middle East Aviation market.
He has conducted airline management courses for Singapore Airlines and Emirates onsite. He
has produced over 20 academic journal papers as well as a popular book entitled ‘Air Transport
in the 21% Century’.



Previously, Frankie worked for the Boeing commercial aircraft company as an analyst for a
number of years and then for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University (extended campus in
California) as an airline lecturer for a further five years. While at Embry-Riddle, he regularly
lectured at the NASA Ames research facility at Moffett Field. He is also a regular speaker on
the BBC and Dubai Eye radio stations and at international conferences discussing the ongoing
events in the airline industry.
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